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This is the last journal entry I will write. My hands are becoming weaker and weaker and I am getting very tired. 
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My name is Dorothea Bate
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I am a palaeontologist, ornithologist and geologist, although I prefer to call myself a fossil huntress. 
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It's much easier for women now than it was for me. In 1950 you can vote, drive, travel and, most importantly, choose your own profession. 
Make the most of these opportunities, become freer day by day.
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As a child I loved nature. Of all the possible children's games, my favourite was walking in the fields, observing the plants, birds and insects. 
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I was lucky enough to be born in a country house in the south of Wales, near a river and a wood. 
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My brother, being a man, and my sister, who was talented at music, were able to study, while I only went to school. 
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I've always liked to say that "my education was interrupted by the time I spent at school". 
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I loved to go out to investigate and look for new treasures for my endless collections: leaves, flowers, butterflies, beetles, feathers and small bones that I found. I also drew landscapes and details from nature.
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Thanks to my father's explanations, books from the family library and some wonderful articles that were published in the local newspaper, I became a little expert in natural science. 
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London 1898
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One morning when I was 19 years old,  I went to the Natural History Museum in London, but this time I wasn't there as a visitor. 
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Good morning, I would like to see Sir Bowdler Sharpe. 
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Miss, the exhibitions aren't here.
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I'm not here to visit the exhibitions, I'm here apply for a job. 
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Is that a Pariota Lawesi? 
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How do you know about such an exotic bird? 
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I look forward to hearing from you, Miss Bate. 
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Are you going to hire a woman? 
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She will come as a student and collaborator.  
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Even so, a woman in the museum? 
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Yes indeed, thanks to my daughters I've learnt that women are capable of a lot more than we think. 




british
Nota adhesiva
Wye Valley, Scotland 
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Natural History Museum, London
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Miss Bate, student. 
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Miss Bate, the fossils you've found are very interesting. 
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Geological magazine: "A brief report on the carboniferous bones in the calcarious caves of the Wye Valley" by Dorothea Bate. 
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Cyprus 1901

british
Nota adhesiva
I was extremely lucky that my parents let me travel to Cyprus, invited by our old neighbours, the Woodhouses. I was 22 years old. 
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I spent the first weeks collecting small animals for the museum, even though my objective was to "hunt fossils". 
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After long negotiations, I managed to get a guide and a couple of workers for my expeditions. What's more, Mr Perks, an acquaintance of the Woodhouses, accompanied me as an interpreter. 
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I went to the Crisostomo monastery, because people said that there there was a cave with a saint's bones in it. 
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But they didn't belong to a saint or any common man either. Luckily for me, they were animal bones. 
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They were the remains of a Pygmy Hippopotamus which had lived in Cyprus during the Pleistocene. 
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Winter arrived and, despite the cold and rain, I kept searching until I found more hippopotamus remains. 
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The rain didn't stop, not even inside the boarding house where I was staying. 
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The next day I was very sick. The doctor diagnosed malaria and I had to be isolated in bed for days. 
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When I was able to go back to the excavations, my efforts were paid off: we found many hippopotamus remains. 
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Miss Bate, come with me, we've found something! 
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We found elephant remains. They were small, but undoubtedly an elephant's. I called it Elephas Cypriotes Bate. 
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London 1903
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Someday we women will be able to present our own work to the Royal Society... 
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"Preliminary study on the discovery of the Cypriot Pleistocene pygmy elephant" by Dorothea Bate
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It's ridiculous that someone else has to explain my discoveries. 
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I moved to London to work on the reports on my studies and to plan my next expedition to Crete.
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Crete 1904
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On 23rd February, I started my journey to Crete.
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I soon hired a guide and started to look for fossils.
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It's very dangerous Miss Bate, I'm not going to go any further!
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Blessed are they who expect nothing, for they will never be disappointed. 
The Lord helps those who help themselves. 
Never reject a letter of introduction. 
If you want something done right, do it yourself. 
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I lived my whole life by these four maxims.
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I had met a young archaeologist who was working on an excavation led by Harriet Boyd. 
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I was invited to visit them and, soon enough, Harriet became a great friend and inspiration for me. 
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You don't know how happy I am to know I'm not the only one of my kind. 
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There aren't many of us women explorers, but we do exist. 
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From there we travelled to a small town with cliffs, where eventually I found my little hippopotamus and also some elephant remains.
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I was forced home by family affairs. My sister was getting married, and from then on I had to look after my parents. 
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Wales 1909
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Dear Miss Bate, 
I'm taking the liberty to write to tell you that I have seen a deposit of bones on the west coast of Mallorca. I think if you could visit them, it would be of great interest to you. 
Yours sincerely, 
Reverend Robert Ashington Bullen 
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My departure to Majorca was delayed. First, I had to raise enough money, because, being a woman, the museum didn't want to invest much in the expedition, despite my previous successes. Besides, my parents had set an inescapable condition: I had to find an escort to travel with me, because Majorca was considered an inhospitable and uncivilized place, not suitable for tourists and, even less, for unaccompanied women. 
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Majorca 1909
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With the help of Father Caldentey I was able to quickly organize an expedition to one of the caves the Reverend had mentioned: "La cova de na Barxa", in Capdepera. 
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What's more, I found something fascinating, different from anything you'd ever seen before. 
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Even though the cave flooded every now and again I was lucky enough to be able to excavate it. There were a lot of bone fragments, broken up by the waves.
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I went to the Cova des Coloms and with the help of some hired men and Father Caldentey, who had come to help us, I was discovering lots of mysterious animal remains when...
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Miss Bate, an urgent letter has arrived for you!
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Dear Dorothea, I'm sorry to tell you that your father is ill. We need you to return as quickly as possible. Your Mother.




