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t~~EX 1950 J~--------_____, 

EL MEU NOM ES DOROTHEA BATE 

AQUEST SERA EL DARRER DIARI 
QUE ESCRIGUI, LES MEVES 

MANS SÓN CADA VEGADA MÉS 
MALDESTRES 1 JO ESTIC 

CADA DIA MÉS CANSADA 

SOM PALEONTÓLOGA, ORNITÓLOGA, GEÓLOGA, ENCARA QUE PREFERESC DIR QUE HE ESTAT CA~ADORA DE FÓSSILS 

LES DONES D'AVUI OlA HO TENIU 
MOLT MÉS FACIL DEL QUE 

JO HO VAIG TEN IR. 
El 1950 PODE U VOTAR, 

CONDUIR, VIATJAR 1, SOBRETOT, 
ESTUDIAR 1 TRIAR LA VOSTRA 

PROFESSIÓ. 

APROFITAU AQUESTA 
OPORTUNITAT, SIGUEU CADA 

DIA MÉS LLIURES 

british
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This is the last journal entry I will write. My hands are becoming weaker and weaker and I am getting very tired. 

british
Nota adhesiva
My name is Dorothea Bate

british
Nota adhesiva
I am a palaeontologist, ornithologist and geologist, although I prefer to call myself a fossil huntress. 

british
Nota adhesiva
It's much easier for women now than it was for me. In 1950 you can vote, drive, travel and, most importantly, choose your own profession. 
Make the most of these opportunities, become freer day by day.



GELLYDYWYLL 18891------------. 
DE NI NA ESTIMA VA LA NATURA. ENTRE TOTS ELS JOCS INFANTil$ POSSIBlES, El QUE M'AGRADAVA MÉS ERA 

CAMINAR PEl CAMP, OBSERVAR lES PLANTES, El$ OCEllS, El$ INSECTES 

TEN IR LA SORT DE NÉIXER EN UNA CASA DE CAMPAl SUD DE GAl·lES, PROP D'UN RIU 1 

• T , '~ ,~ , J/1 _,_ 
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As a child I loved nature. Of all the possible children's games, my favourite was walking in the fields, observing the plants, birds and insects. 

british
Nota adhesiva
I was lucky enough to be born in a country house in the south of Wales, near a river and a wood. 



EL MEU GERMA, PER SER HOME, 1 LA MEVA GERMANA, AMB 
TALENT PERA LA MÚSICA, VAREN ESTUDIAR; M ENTRE QUE JO 

TOT JUST VAIG ANAR A ESCOLA 

SEMPRE M' HA AGRADAT DIR QUE «LA MEVA FORMACIÓ ES VA 
VEURE INTERROMPUDA PEL TEMPS QUE VAIG PASSAR A L'ESCOLA» 

M'ENCANTAVA SORTIR A INVESTIGAR 1 CERCAR NOUS TRESORS PERA LES MEVES INFINITES COL·LECCIONS: 
FULLES, FLOR$, PAPALLONES, ESCARABATS, PLOMES 1 OSSOS PETITS, QUE ANA VA TROBANT. 

TAMBÉ DIBUIXAVA PAISATGES 1 DETALL$ DE LA NATURA 
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GRACIES A LES EXPLICACIONS DE MON PARE, AALGUNS LLIBRES DE LA BIBLIOTECA FAMILIAR 1 A UN$ 
ARTICLES MERA VELLOSOS QUE PUBLICAVA EL DIARI LOCAL, EM VAIG CONVERTIR EN UNA PETITA EXPERTA EN 

CIÉNCIES NATURAL$ 
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My brother, being a man, and my sister, who was talented at music, were able to study, while I only went to school. 

british
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I've always liked to say that "my education was interrupted by the time I spent at school". 

british
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I loved to go out to investigate and look for new treasures for my endless collections: leaves, flowers, butterflies, beetles, feathers and small bones that I found. I also drew landscapes and details from nature.

british
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Thanks to my father's explanations, books from the family library and some wonderful articles that were published in the local newspaper, I became a little expert in natural science. 



LC;NDRE~ 1898 
QUAN TENIA 19 ANYS, EM VAIG PRESENTAR UN MATÍ AL M U SEU D'HISTÓRIA 

NATURAL DE LONDRES, PERO AQUESTA VEGADA NO Hl ANA VA COMA VISITANT 

AIXÓ ÉS UN 
EXEMPLAR DE 

PAROTIA LAWES/1? 

BONDIA, 
M'AGRADARIAVEURE 
SIR BOWDLER SHARPE 

VINDRACOMA 
ESTUDIANT I 

COL·LABORADORA 

AIXÍ ÉS, GRACIES A LES MEVES 
FILLES HE APRES QUE LES 
DONES SÓN CAPACES DE 

MOLTMÉS DEL 
QUE IMAGINAM 
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London 1898

british
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One morning when I was 19 years old,  I went to the Natural History Museum in London, but this time I wasn't there as a visitor. 
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Good morning, I would like to see Sir Bowdler Sharpe. 

british
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Miss, the exhibitions aren't here.

british
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I'm not here to visit the exhibitions, I'm here apply for a job. 
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Is that a Pariota Lawesi? 

british
Nota adhesiva
How do you know about such an exotic bird? 

british
Nota adhesiva
I look forward to hearing from you, Miss Bate. 

british
Nota adhesiva
Are you going to hire a woman? 

british
Nota adhesiva
She will come as a student and collaborator.  

british
Nota adhesiva
Even so, a woman in the museum? 

british
Nota adhesiva
Yes indeed, thanks to my daughters I've learnt that women are capable of a lot more than we think. 



MISS BATE, HS FOSSILS 
QUE HA TROBAT 

SÓN MOLT INTERESSANTS 

\ 

GEOLOGICAL 
MAGAZINE: 
•UN BREU 

INFORME SOBRE 
ELS OSSOS 

DEL CARBON Í FER 
A LES COVES DE 

CALCARlA DE 
WYEVALLEY» 

PER 
DOROTHEA BATE 
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Wye Valley, Scotland 

british
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Natural History Museum, London

british
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Miss Bate, student. 

british
Nota adhesiva
Miss Bate, the fossils you've found are very interesting. 

british
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Geological magazine: "A brief report on the carboniferous bones in the calcarious caves of the Wye Valley" by Dorothea Bate. 



o 
VAIG TENIR LA FORTUNA IMMENSA QUE ELS MEUS PARES EM 

PERMETESSIN VIATJAR AXIPRE, CONVIDADA 
PELS NOSTRES ANTICS VÜNS, ELS WOODHOUSE. TENIA 22 ANYS 

VAIG ANAR AL MONESTIR DE 
CRISOSTOMO, PERQUE ES DEIA 

QUE Hl HAVIA UNA COVA 
AMB RESTES D'OSSOS 

D'UN SANT 

VA ARRIBAR l'HI· 
VERN 1, MALGRAT 
El FREO 1 LA PLUJA, 

VAIG SEGUIR 
CERCANT FIN S 

QUE VAIG TROBAR 
MÉS RESTES 

D'HIPOPOTAM 

11 

DESPRÉS DE REPRENDRE 
LES EXCAVACIONS, A LA 
Fl ELS MEUS ESFOR~OS 

VAREN TEN IR RECOMPENSA: 
TROBÁREM MOLTES 

RESTES D'HIPOPOTAM 

PERO, NO EREN NI D'UN SANT 
NI D'UN HOME COMÚ, 

SORTOSAMENT PERA MI, 
EREN OSSOS D'ANIMALS 

LA PLUJA NO DONA VA 
TREVA, NI TAN SOLS 

DINS LA PENSIÓ 
ON M'ALLOTJAVA 

MISS BATE, VENGUI 
AMBMI,HE 

TROBAT COSA! 

ALGUN OlA 
LES DONES 
PODREM 

PRESENTAR 
ELS NOSTRES 

PRO PIS 
TREBALLS A 

LA ROYAL 
SOCIETY ... 

«ESTUDI PRELIMINAR SOBRE EL DESCOBRIMENT DE l'ELEFANT 
PIGMEU DEL PLISTOCE A XIPRE» PER DOROTHEA BATE 

LES PRIMERES SETMANES EM VAIG DEDICAR A 
COL·LECCIONAR PETITS ANIMALS PERAL MUSEU, 

ENCARA QUE El MEU OBJECTIU ERA •CAY\R FOSSILS• ,.. 

EREN RESTES O' UN HIPOPOTAM 
PIGMEU QUE HAVIA HABITAT 

XIPRE AL PLISTOCE 

Hl HAVIA RESTES 
O' U N ELEFANT, PETIT, 

PERO SENS DUBTE 
UN ELEFANT, EL VAIG 

ANOMENAR ELEPHAS 
CYPRIOTES BATE 

ÉS RID[CUL QUE UN 
ALTRE HAGI D'EXPLICAR 

ELS MEUS DESCOBRIMENTS 

DESPRÉS DE NEGOCIAR 
MOLT, VAIG ACONSEGUIR 
CONTRACTAR UN GUIA 1 

UN PAREllDE 
TREBALLADORS 

PERA LA MEVA EXPEDICIÓ. 
A MÉS, M'ACOMPANYAVA 
MISTER PERKS, CONEGUT 

DELS WOODHOUSE, 
COMA INTERPRET 

L'ENDEMA 
ESTAVAMOLT 

MALALTA, EL DOCTOR 
EM VA DIAGNOSTICAR 

MAlARIA, HAURIA 
D'ESTAR RECLOSA 1 

AL lliT DURANT DIE S 

EM VAIG MUDAR A LONDRES 
PER TREBALLAR EN ELS 

INFORMES DE LES MEVES 
TROBALLES 1 PLANEJAR LA 
PROPERA EXPEDICIÓ: CRETA 
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Cyprus 1901
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I was extremely lucky that my parents let me travel to Cyprus, invited by our old neighbours, the Woodhouses. I was 22 years old. 

british
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I spent the first weeks collecting small animals for the museum, even though my objective was to "hunt fossils". 
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After long negotiations, I managed to get a guide and a couple of workers for my expeditions. What's more, Mr Perks, an acquaintance of the Woodhouses, accompanied me as an interpreter. 
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I went to the Crisostomo monastery, because people said that there there was a cave with a saint's bones in it. 
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Nota adhesiva
But they didn't belong to a saint or any common man either. Luckily for me, they were animal bones. 

british
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They were the remains of a Pygmy Hippopotamus which had lived in Cyprus during the Pleistocene. 

british
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Winter arrived and, despite the cold and rain, I kept searching until I found more hippopotamus remains. 

british
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The rain didn't stop, not even inside the boarding house where I was staying. 

british
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The next day I was very sick. The doctor diagnosed malaria and I had to be isolated in bed for days. 

british
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When I was able to go back to the excavations, my efforts were paid off: we found many hippopotamus remains. 

british
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Miss Bate, come with me, we've found something! 

british
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We found elephant remains. They were small, but undoubtedly an elephant's. I called it Elephas Cypriotes Bate. 

british
Nota adhesiva
London 1903

british
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Someday we women will be able to present our own work to the Royal Society... 
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"Preliminary study on the discovery of the Cypriot Pleistocene pygmy elephant" by Dorothea Bate

Eleanor
Sticky Note
It's ridiculous that someone else has to explain my discoveries. 

Eleanor
Sticky Note
I moved to London to work on the reports on my studies and to plan my next expedition to Crete.



EL23 DE FEBRER VAIG COMEN~AR El MEU VIATGE A CRETA 

' ... 

HAVIA CONEGUT UN 
JOVE AROUEOLEG 
QUE TREBALLA VA 
EN L'EXCAVACIÓ 
DIRIGIDA PER 
HARRIET BOYO 

• 

M'HAVIEN CONVIDAT A 
VISITAR-LOS 1, AVIAT, 

HARRIET, ES VA CONVERTIR 
EN UNA GRAN AMIGA 1 EN 
UNA INSPIRACIÓ PERA MI 

DES O' ALLÁ VÁREM VIATJAR A UN POBLET AMB UNS 
PENYA-SEGATS, ON A LA Fl VAIG TROBAR 

EL MEU PETIT HIPOPOTAM 1 TAMBÉ RESTES D'ElEFANT! 

ÉS MOLT 
PERillÓS 
BAIXAR, 

MISS BATE, 
JO NO EM 

MOCD'AQUÍ! 
AVIATVAIG CONTRACTAR UN 

GUIA 1 VAIG COMEN~AR 
LA RECERCA DE FOSSILS 

1 ~ 

NO SAPS COM M'ALEGRA 
SABER QUE NO SOM L'ÚNICA 

DE LA MEVA ESPECIE! 

SOM MOLT POOUES, 
lES DON ES EXPLORADORES, 

PERO EXISTIM! 

MOTIUS FAMILIAR$ EM VAREN 
OBLI GAR A TORNAR A 

GAl-lES, LA MEVA GERMANA 
ES CASA VA 1, A PARTIR 
D'AQUEll MOMENT, 

JO HAVIA DE CUIDAR 
ELS MEUS PARES 
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Crete 1904

Eleanor
Sticky Note
On 23rd February, I started my journey to Crete.
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I soon hired a guide and started to look for fossils.
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It's very dangerous Miss Bate, I'm not going to go any further!

Eleanor
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Blessed are they who expect nothing, for they will never be disappointed. 
The Lord helps those who help themselves. 
Never reject a letter of introduction. 
If you want something done right, do it yourself. 
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I lived my whole life by these four maxims.

Eleanor
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I had met a young archaeologist who was working on an excavation led by Harriet Boyd. 

Eleanor
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I was invited to visit them and, soon enough, Harriet became a great friend and inspiration for me. 
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You don't know how happy I am to know I'm not the only one of my kind. 

Eleanor
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There aren't many of us women explorers, but we do exist. 

Eleanor
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From there we travelled to a small town with cliffs, where eventually I found my little hippopotamus and also some elephant remains.
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I was forced home by family affairs. My sister was getting married, and from then on I had to look after my parents. 



LA MEVA PARTIDA CAP A MAllORCA ES VA RETARDAR, VAIG HA VER DE CERCAR FINAN~AMENT SUFICIENT, JAQUE, PEl FET DE SER DONA, 
El MUSEU NO VOUA INVERTIR GAIRE EN l'EXPEDICIÓ, MALGRAT ElS MEUS EXITS ANTERIOR$. A MÉS, ElS MEUS PARES EM VAREN POSAR 

UNA CONDICIÓ INElUDIBlE: HA VIA DETROBAR UNA ACOMPANYANT DISPOSADA A VIATJAR AMB MI, JAQUE MAllORCA ES 
CONSIDERAVA UN llOC INHQSPIT 1 SEN SE CIVIUTZAR, NO APTE PERA TURISTES, 1 MENYS, PERA DONES SOLES 

AMB l'AJUDA DEl PARE CALDENTEY VAIG PODER ORGANITZAR 
RAPIDAMENT UNA EXPEDICIÓ A UNA DE lES COVES DE QUE 

M'HAVIA PARLAT El REVEREND ASHINGTON : LA COVA DE 
NA BARXA, A CAPDEPERA 

TOT 1 QUE LA COVA S'INUNDAVA PERIQDICAMENT, VAIG TEN IR 
LA SORT DE PODER·HI EXCAVAR. Hl HAVIA MOLTS FRAGMENTS 

D'OSSOS, TRENCATS PERLES O NADES 

VAIG ANAR A LA COVA DES COLOMS AMB l 'AJUDA D'UNS 
HOMES QUE HAVIA CONTRACTAT 1 AMB El PARE CALDENTEY, 

QUE HAVIA VINGUT A AJUDAR·NOS, 1 Hl ESTA VA TROBANT 
MOL TES RESTES D'AQUEST ANIMAl MISTERIÓS QUAN ... 

MISS BATE, 
HAARRIBAT 
UNA CARTA 

URGENT PER 

V 

\ 
A VOSTE! 

1, A MÉS, VAIG TROBAR UNA 
COSA QUE EM VA DEIXAR 

FASCINADA, ERA DIFERENT A 
QUAlSEVOl COSA QUE 
HAGUÉS VIST ABANS 

ESTIMADA DOROTHEA: SENT ANUNCIAR-TE QUE EL PARE 
ESTA MALALT. NECESSITAM QUE TORNIS COM MÉS AVIAT 

MlllOR.lA MARE 
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Wales 1909
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Dear Miss Bate, 
I'm taking the liberty to write to tell you that I have seen a deposit of bones on the west coast of Mallorca. I think if you could visit them, it would be of great interest to you. 
Yours sincerely, 
Reverend Robert Ashington Bullen 


Eleanor
Sticky Note
My departure to Majorca was delayed. First, I had to raise enough money, because, being a woman, the museum didn't want to invest much in the expedition, despite my previous successes. Besides, my parents had set an inescapable condition: I had to find an escort to travel with me, because Majorca was considered an inhospitable and uncivilized place, not suitable for tourists and, even less, for unaccompanied women. 


Eleanor
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Majorca 1909
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With the help of Father Caldentey I was able to quickly organize an expedition to one of the caves the Reverend had mentioned: "La cova de na Barxa", in Capdepera. 
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What's more, I found something fascinating, different from anything you'd ever seen before. 

Eleanor
Sticky Note
Even though the cave flooded every now and again I was lucky enough to be able to excavate it. There were a lot of bone fragments, broken up by the waves.
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I went to the Cova des Coloms and with the help of some hired men and Father Caldentey, who had come to help us, I was discovering lots of mysterious animal remains when...
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Miss Bate, an urgent letter has arrived for you!
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Dear Dorothea, I'm sorry to tell you that your father is ill. We need you to return as quickly as possible. Your Mother.




